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Chase Terrace Primary School  

History Handbook  
 

Subject Area History 
 

Subject Aim- Intent  The curriculum for history at Chase Terrace Primary School aims to ensure that all pupils: 

  Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to 

the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by 

the wider world. 

  Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the 

expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and 

follies of mankind. 

  Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ 

and ‘peasantry’. 

  Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and 

significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions 

and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses. 
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  Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, 

and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

  Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the 

connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, 

religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

  Understand, appreciate and celebrate the range of historical events and influences that have shaped the 

development of their own locality. 

Subject Approach  Our history approach is based on the teaching of skills from the National Curriculum, set against topics which provide 
the context to our lessons.  

  Topics are taught on a termly or half-termly basis dependent on the demands of the curriculum.  

  For each topic, lessons are taught as blocks over a week period.  

  Our lessons are planned in order to provide immersive and exciting opportunities for children to learn historical 
skills of enquiry, as well as gaining an understanding of important periods in history.  
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Nursery Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic All about me Festivals and 
celebrations 

Traditional tales Spring into life Superhero’s    Space  

 Homes and House 

Has a sense of own 
immediate family and 
relations 

In pretend play, 
imitates everyday 
actions and events 
from own family and 
cultural background, 
e.g. making and 
drinking tea 

 

Homes and House 

Recognises and 
describes special 
times or events for 
family or friends 

Remembers and 
talks about significant 
events in their own 
experience  

Notices detailed 
features of objects in 
their environment 
(TW) 

Castles/ Empires 

Learns that they have 
similarities and 
differences that 
connect them to, and 
distinguish them 
from, others  

Enjoys playing with 
small-world models 
(TW) 
 

Castles/ Empires 

Learns that they have 
similarities and 
differences that 
connect them to, and 
distinguish them 
from, others  

Shows care and 
concern for living 
things and the 
environment (TW) 
 

Transport and 
Travel 

Shows interest in 
different occupations 
and ways of life 

Knows some of the 
things that make 
them unique, and can 
talk about some of 
the similarities and 
differences in relation 
to friends or family  

 

Transport and 
Travel 

Shows interest in 
different occupations 
and ways of life 

Comments and asks 
questions about 
aspects of their 
familiar world such as 
the place where they 
live or the natural 
world (TW) 

Reception Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic All about me Festivals and 
celebrations 

Traditional tales Spring into life Under the sea   The magical world 
 

 Homes and Houses  

Children can talk 
about their family 
customs  

Knows some of the 
things that make 
them unique, and can 

Homes and Houses 

Children can talk 
about their family 
routines  

Comments and asks 
questions about 
aspects of their 

Castles/ Empires 
 
Children know about 
similarities and 
differences between 
themselves and 
others, and among 
families, communities 
and traditions 

Castles/ Empires 
 
Children talk about 
past and present 
events in their own 
lives and in the lives 
of family members 
 

Transport and 
Travel 

They know about 
similarities and 
differences between 
themselves and 
others, and among 
families, communities 

Transport and 
Travel 

Children know about 
similarities and 
differences in relation 
to places, objects, 

History Overview (Nursery - Year 6) 

History Overview  
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talk about some of 
the similarities and 
differences in relation 
to friends or family  

familiar world such as 
the place where they 
live or the natural 
world (TW) 
 

Looks closely at 
similarities, and 
differences (TW) 

Looks closely at 
patterns and change 
(TW) 

and traditions and 
are sensitive to this  

They talk about the 
features of their own 
immediate 
environment and how 
environments might 
vary from one 
another (TW) 

materials and living 
things (TW) 

They make 
observations of 
animals and plants 
and explain why 
some things occur, 
and talk about 
change (TW) 

KS1 Cycle 
A 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Blast From The 
Past 

 

Blast From The 
Past 

 

Flying the Flag 
 

Flying the Flag 
 

Food Glorious Food 
 

Food Glorious Food  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Great Fire of 
London 
 
 
Changes within living 
memory 
 
Events beyond living 
memory that are 
significant nationally 
or globally (for 
example, The Great 
Fire of London, the 
first aeroplane flight 
or events 
commemorated 
through festivals or 
anniversaries) 
 
 

War and 
Remembrance 
 
 
Events beyond living 
memory that are 
significant nationally 
or globally (for 
example, The Great 
Fire of London, the 
first aeroplane flight 
or events 
commemorated 
through festivals or 
anniversaries) 
 
The lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 

Travel and 
Transport 
 
 
Changes within living 
memory 
 
The lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements, some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of 
life in different 
periods (George 
Stephenson) 
 

Travel and 
Transport 
 
 
Changes within living 
memory 
 
The lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements, some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of 
life in different 
periods (George 
Stephenson) 
 

Nurturing Nurses 
 
 
 
The lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements, some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of 
life in different 
periods (Florence 
Nightingale) 
 
 

Nurturing Nurses 
 
 
 
The lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements, some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of 
life in different 
periods (Florence 
Nightingale) 
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 national and 
international 
achievements, some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of 
life in different 
periods (Walter Tull) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Suggested 
Delivery 

Explore some of the 
ways in which 
London has changed 
 
Find out some of the 
ways in which we live 
now is different and 
similar to how people 
lived in 1666 
 
Explore how The 
Great Fire of London 
started and spread 
across London 
 
Understand how we 
know about the Great 
Fire – Samuel Pepys 
 
Explore how London 
was rebuilt after the 
Great Fire 
 
Show/present what I 
have learnt about the 
Great Fire – 
newspaper report, 
presentation etc 

Explore and research 
Walter Tull 
 
Understand some of 
the differences in 
how Walter Tull lived 
his life, compared 
with today 
 
Explore and research 
the life and death of 
Walter Tull 
 
Understand how 
Walter Tull is 
remembered 
 
Explore the First 
World War 
 
Find out about 
soldiers’ experiences 
of the First World war 
 
Find out about the 
role of animals in war 
 

Explore ways in 
which travel and 
transport has 
changed from past to 
present – timeline 
 
Discover an early 
form of transport – 
Viking longboat 
 
Explore how cars 
have changed since 
they were invented  
 
Explore and research 
George 
Stephenson’s life and 
inventions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understand how 
trains changed 
people’s lives in the 
19th century 
 
Explore different 
ways that humans 
have tried to fly 
throughout history 
 
Explore the Wright 
Brothers and the 
invention of the 
aeroplane 
 
Compare travel and 
transport from past, 
present and future 
 

Explain what makes 
a significant person 
 
Explain how Florence 
Nightingale improved 
nursing 
 
Explain who Mary 
Seacole was and 
how she improved 
nursing 
 
Explain who Edith 
Cavell was and how 
she improved nursing 
 
  

Compare the lives of 
different nurses 
 
Persuade others to 
remember the lives of  
Florence Nightingale, 
Mary Seacole and 
Edith Cavell. 
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 Explore the 
experiences of 
woman during the 
First World War 
 
Explore why 
November 11th is 
known as 
Remembrance Day 
 
Find out how 
Remembrance Day is 
marked 
 

KS1 Cycle 
B 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Let Me Entertain 
You 

Let Me Entertain 
You 

Grand Designs Grand Designs On Safari On Safari 

 Toys 
 
Changes within living 
memory 

Gunpowder Plot 
 
Events beyond living 
memory that are 
significant nationally 
or globally (for 
example, The Great 
Fire of London, the 
first aeroplane flight 
or events 
commemorated 
through festivals or 
anniversaries) 
 
The lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 

Kings and Queens 
 
Changes within living 
memory 
 
The lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements, some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of 
life in different 
periods (Richard III) 

Kings and Queens 
 
Changes within living 
memory 
 
The lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements, some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of 
life in different 
periods (Elizabeth I 
and Queen Victoria) 

Great Explorers  
 
The lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements, some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of 
life in different 
periods (Ibu Battuta) 

Great Explorers 
 
The lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements, some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of 
life in different 
periods (Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong) 
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contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements, some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of 
life in different 
periods (Guy 
Fawkes) 

Suggested 
Delivery 

Find out about toys 
today 
 
Explain how we can 
find out about the 
past 
 
Explore and research 
toys from the past – 
Toy boxes from 
Cannock museum  
 
Use sources to ask 
and answer 
questions about toys 
from the past - Toy 
boxes from Cannock 
museum 
 
Compare similar toys 
from different times 
 
Compare Victorian 
toys with modern 
toys - Toy boxes from 
Cannock museum 

Find out about Guy 
Fawkes 
 
Understand some of 
the differences in 
how people such as 
Guy Fawkes lived, 
compared to today 
 
Explore how the 
Gunpowder Plot 
started and some of 
the problems the 
plotters encountered  
 
Find out about the 
main events of the 
Gunpowder Plot 
 
Find out about what 
happened to the 
plotters after the 
Gunpowder Plot was 
discovered 
 

Understand what a 
monarch is and the 
qualities needed to 
be a good monarch 
 
Explore and research 
some important 
British monarchs 
 
Find out how the title 
of king or queen is 
inherited  
 
Explore how family 
history, such as 
Queen Victoria’s and 
my own family, can 
be represented 
 
 
 

Understand how we 
know about the life 
and death of Richard 
III 
 
Find out about some 
key facts about the 
life of Richard III 
 
Explore what kings 
and queens ate 
during medieval 
banquets  
 
Find out about and 
compare the lives of 
Elizabeth I and 
Queen Victoria 
 

Understand some of 
the criteria that 
makes a significant 
person 
 
Find out about one of 
the first great 
explores in history 
 
Explore and research 
Christopher 
Columbus 
 
 

Compare the 
experiences of 
Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong 
 
Find out why Neil 
Armstrong is 
important 
 
Find out about 
Captain Scott’s 
journey to Antarctica 
Present/ Show what I 
know about great 
explorers 
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Recognise how toys 
have changed over 
time 
 
Use words related to 
passing of time 
 
 
 

Use parts of the 
Gunpowder Plot to 
show what I know 
and understand 
about it – drama 
opportunity 
 
Find out about how 
the Gunpowder Plot 
is remembered  
 
Show what I have 
learnt about the 
Gunpowder Plot – 
poster/ presentation 

Year 3 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Crime and 
Punishment 

World War II Ancient Egypt Ancient Egypt Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots 

Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots 

 
 
 
 

The Roman Legacy 
To continue to 
develop a 
chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British history, 
studying a theme that 
extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066, such as 
changes in an aspect 
of social history by 
learning about the 
legacy of the Roman 
crime and 

The Outbreak of the 
War 
Develop a 
chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
learning about key 
events of World War 
II. 
The Home Front 
Construct informed 
responses that 

Who Were the 
Ancient Egyptians? 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
learning about where 
and when the ancient 
Egyptians lived. 
What Was Life Like 
in Ancient Egypt? 

Tutankhamun 
Understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 
sources and that 
different versions of 
past events may 
exist, giving some 
reasons for this by 
learning about the 
discovery of the tomb 
of Tutankhamun. 
Write Like an 
Egyptian 
Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 

The Invaders 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British and world 
history, establishing 
key narratives within 
and across the 
periods they study by 
learning why, where 
and how the 
invasions of Britain 
took place after the 
Roman withdrawal. 
Place Names 

Artefacts and 
Culture  
Understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 
sources and that 
different versions of 
past events may 
exist, giving some 
reasons for this by 
examining and 
learning about Anglo-
Saxon artefacts and 
deducing what they 
can teach us about 
Anglo-Saxon culture. 
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punishment on the 
current legal system 
in Britain.  
 
Anglo-Saxon Laws 
and Justice 
Be able to address 
historically valid 
questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference and 
significance by 
learning about the 
Anglo-Saxon legal 
system and how it is 
similar and different 
to both the Roman 
system and the 
modern legal system 
in Britain. 
The Torturing 
Tudors 
To continue to 
develop a 
chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British, local and 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
learning about crime 

involve thoughtful 
selection of relevant 
historical information 
by learning how 
people on the home 
front contributed to 
the war effort. 
The Armed Forces 
Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference, and 
significance by 
learning about the 
armed forces during 
World War II. 
The Battle of Britain 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British, local and 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
learning about the 
Battle of Britain 
Entertainment in 
Wartime Britain 

Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference, and 
significance by 
learning about the 
daily lives of many 
ancient Egyptian 
people.  
Mummies 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
information by 
learning the about 
the mummification 
process used by the 
ancient Egyptians. 
 

over time and 
develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms by 
exploring ancient 
Egyptian writing 
systems. 
Egyptian Gods 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
information by 
distinguishing 
information about the 
different gods. 

Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
historical information 
by knowing where 
the Anglo-Saxons 
settled and what they 
named the places 
they settled in. 
Village Life  
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
historical information 
by learning about 
Anglo-Saxon 
settlements and 
village life. 
 

Anglo-Saxon Gods 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
historical information 
by learning about 
Anglo-Saxon 
religious beliefs and 
the gods they 
worshipped. 
Conversion to 
Christianity  
Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference and 
significance by 
learning about how 
the Anglo-Saxons 
were converted to 
Christianity in Britain. 
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and punishment 
during the Tudor era.  
 
The Highway Man: 
Hero or Villain? 
Understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 
sources and that 
different versions of 
past events may 
exist, giving some 
reasons for this by 
finding out about Dick 
Turpin through 
studying various 
historical sources 
from the 18th and 
19th century.  
Victorian Prisons 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British, local and 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
learning about the 
development of crime 
and punishment 
during the Victorian 

Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and 
develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms by 
learning about what 
people did for 
entertainment in 
wartime Britain 
Commemorative 
Events 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection of relevant 
historical information 
by learning how and 
why events from 
World War II are 
commemorated. 
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period and what 
happened in 
Victorian prisons. 
Through the Ages 
Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and 
develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms by 
bringing together and 
evaluating knowledge 
gained of the history 
of crime and 
punishment in Britain 
since the Roman 
period and 
comparing this with 
modern-day Britain. 

Suggested 
Delivery  

 

Explain the meanings 
of some the terms 
used in the British 
justice system.  
 
Correctly match 
terms with their 
meanings. 
  
Explain the legacy of 
the Roman for today. 
 
Recall some key 
facts about the types 
of punishments that 

Explain when and 
why World War II 
started. 
 
Discuss what is 
already know about 
World War II and 
raise questions to 
ask. 
 
Order events from 
World War II on a 
timeline. 
 

Locate Egypt on a 
map. 
 
Describe when the 
Ancient Egyptians 
lived by constructing 
a timeline. 
 
Describe and name 
different roles in 
Ancient Egyptian 
society and what 
those people did. 
 

Use different sources 
to build a picture of 
events and raise 
questions about 
where the sources 
came from and why 
they were created.  
 
Retell the key events 
of the discovery of 
Tutankhamun’s 
tomb- in role-Howard 
Carter’s diary. 
 

Label a map to show 
the Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms. 
 
Describe why, when 
and where the Anglo-
Saxons and Scots 
invaded Britain. 
 
Research and write 
about a character in 
history.  
 
Match up Anglo 
Saxon place names 

Draw and annotate a 
picture of an Anglo-
Saxon artefact. 
 
Explain what different 
artefacts teach us 
about Anglo Saxon 
culture. 
 
Identify true facts 
about Anglo Saxon 
religious beliefs and 
practices and use 
these to ask and 
answer questions. 
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the Romans would 
use.  
 
Recall some key 
facts about the types 
of punishments used 
in Anglo- Saxon 
Britain. 
 
Explain how wergild 
was used in Anglo-
Saxon Britain. 
 
Compare and 
contrast the Anglo-
Saxon and Roman 
justice systems. 
 
Raise questions 
about various 
historical sources of 
Tudor objects. 
 
Recall some key 
facts about different 
types of punishments 
used in Tudor Britain. 
 
Explain what crimes 
were thought to be 
very serious in Tudor 
Britain. 
 
Compare and 
contrast the Tudor 

Identify who the main 
Allied and Axis 
powers were. 
 
Explain what the 
armed forces are and 
describe some jobs 
people in the armed 
forces did during 
World War II. 
Describe the uniform 
and items carried by 
a British army soldier 
in World War II. 
 
Devise a list of 
questions to ask a 
World War II veteran. 
(Contact with WWII 
associations) 
 
Describe events from 
the Battle of Britain 
on a timeline. 
 
Explain why the 
Battle of Britain was 
a key turning point in 
the war. 
 
Use different sources 
of information to write 
an imagined witness 
account of a Battle of 
Britain dogfight. 

Use pictures to find 
out information about 
life in Ancient Egypt. 
 
Raise questions 
about life in Ancient 
Egypt- 
teacher/children in 
role/hot seating. 
 
Explain why the River 
Nile was essential to 
survival for the 
Ancient Egyptians. 
 
Write in role as an 
Ancient Egyptian e.g. 
diary/ newspaper 
report. 
Compare Ancient 
Egypt to other 
civilisations studied. 
 
Put the steps of 
mummification in 
order. 
 
Retell the 
mummification 
process as 
instructions. 
 
Imagine what 
artefacts could say if 

Write as a journalist 
in 1922 and produce 
a newspaper report. 
 
Read and understand 
how hieroglyphics 
were used.  
 
Retell the information 
in an interesting way. 
Comment on the 
similarities and 
difference between 
hieroglyphics and 
English. 
Write/decipher 
names and 
messages in 
hieroglyphics. 
 
Create a Rosetta 
Stone, showing the 
hieroglyphic writing 
style. 
 
Read/listen to 
descriptions of 
Ancient Egyptian 
gods and match 
descriptions to 
pictures. 
 
Choose one god, find 
out more information 
from different 

to their root 
meanings. 
 
Label a map of 
Britain to show some 
Anglo-Saxon county, 
city and town names. 
 
Find out about the 
different jobs that 
Anglo-Saxon people 
did and explain about 
one job in more 
detail. 
Draw and label an 
Anglo-Saxon village. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Use knowledge and 
imagination to 
describe an Anglo-
Saxon god in detail. 
 
Take notes and 
answer questions to 
show understanding 
of the work of the 
people who helped to 
convert the Anglo 
Saxons to 
Christianity. 
Produce an historical 
guide about a famous 
Christian building. 
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and Anglo-Saxon 
justice systems. 
 
Recall two main 
things that the 
Victorians introduced 
to prevent crime. 
 
Explain the hard-
labour tasks that the 
Victorian prisoners 
had to do. 
 

Describe how a 
Victorian prisoner 
would have felt- 
writing or speaking in 
role. 
 

Write about the 
history of crime and 
punishment in Britain, 
recalling facts from 
Roman, Tudor and 
Victorian times. 
 
Investigate modern 
crime prevention and 
detection methods. 
(Outside speaker) 
 
Compare modern 
methods with what 
was used to prevent 

 
Research and relate 
facts about the most 
popular planes that 
flew in the Battle of 
Britain. 

 
Devise a wartime 
radio show. 
 
Write a synopsis and 
make an advertising 
poster for a wartime 
film. 
 
Research and 
present information 
about some popular 
wartime songs. 
 
Devise a dance 
based on the Lindy 
Hop. 
 
Create a collage of 
wartime toys and 
games. 
 
Describe activities 
people did for 
entertainment which 
also helped with the 
war effort. 
 

they could talk- e.g. 
canopic jar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sources and present 
it. e.g. fact file/non-
chronological report. 
 
Impersonate a god to 
describe his or 
powers. 
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and detect crimes in 
the past. 
 

Explain what 
commemoration 
means and explain 
why it is important. 
 
Describe some World 
War II events that are 
commemorated each 
year and why we 
should commemorate 
them. 
 
Plan a 
commemorative 
event. 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic The Romans The Railways Vikings and Anglo-
Saxons 

Vikings and Anglo-
Saxons 

Riotous Royalty Riotous Royalty 

 
 
 
 

The Invasions 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British and world 
history, establishing 
clear narratives 
within and across the 
periods they study by 
learning about the 
attempted invasion 

The Earliest 
Railways and 
Locomotives 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 

Viking Raiders and 
Invaders  
Develop a 
chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British and world 
history, establishing 
clear narratives 
within and across the 
periods they study by 
knowing who the 

Viking Life  
Be able to construct 
informed responses 
that involve 
thoughtful selection 
and organisation of 
relevant historical 
information by 
learning about and 
organising 
information about 
Viking life. 

William the 
Conqueror Regularly 
address and 
sometimes devise 
historically valid 
questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference, and 
significance by 
learning about the 
arrival of King William 

Queen Anne  
Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and 
develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms by 
learning about how 
Queen Anne helped 
to create Great 
Britain as a country.  
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by Julius Caesar and 
the successful 
invasion and 
conquest by 
Claudius. 
Roman Roads 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
historical information 
by learning about 
Roman roads. 
Boudicca's 
Rebellion Regularly 
address and 
sometimes devise 
historically valid 
questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference and 
significance by 
learning about the 
resistance of Queen 
Boudicca and 
understanding 
different 
perspectives. 
Hadrian's Wall 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 

learning about the 
first trains and 
railways. 
The Wonder of 
Steam Locomotives 
Address and 
sometime devise 
historically valid 
questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference and 
significance by 
learning about some 
of the most iconic 
steam trains of 
Britain.  
The Growth of 
Britain's Railway 
Lines  
Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and 
develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms by 
learning how the 
railway network in 
Britain grew and 
spread over time.  
Railway Art 
Understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 

Vikings were and 
when and why they 
raided and invaded 
Britain. 
Anglo-Saxon Kings 
Be able to address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference and 
significance by 
learning about some 
Anglo-Saxon kings, 
how they influenced 
Britain and how they 
fought against the 
Vikings. 
Danegeld  
Be able to construct 
informed responses 
that involve 
thoughtful selection 
and organisation of 
relevant historical 
information by 
learning about the 
later Viking raids, the 
actions of King 
Ethelred II and the 
introduction of 
Danegeld. 
 

Laws and Justice  
Be able to address 
historically valid 
questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference and 
significance by 
learning about the 
Anglo-Saxon and 
Viking legal systems 
and how they are 
similar and different 
to the modern legal 
system in Britain. 
The Last Anglo-
Saxon Kings  
Develop a 
chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British and world 
history, establishing 
clear narratives 
within and across the 
periods they study by 
learning about the 
last Anglo-Saxon 
Kings of England and 
what happened in 
Britain during their 
reign. 

and the Normans in 
1066.  
 
King John  
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British, local and 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
learning about the 
significance of the 
Magna Carta in 
English history.  
Henry VIII  
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British, local and 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
learning about the 
significance of a royal 
heir in securing the 
power of a monarchy. 

Queen Victoria 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
information by finding 
out about Queen 
Victoria’s quest for 
empire. 
The Modern Royal 
Family  
Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference, and 
significance by 
learning about the 
modern royal family 
in Britain. 
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organisation of 
historical information 
by knowing when, 
how and why 
Hadrian's Wall was 
built. 
Gods and 
Goddesses 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
historical information 
by learning about the 
religious beliefs and 
the gods and 
goddesses that the 
Romans worshipped. 
Roman Baths 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
historical information 
by learning about 
Roman baths. 

sources and that 
different versions of 
past events may 
exist, giving some 
reasons for this by 
studying examples of 
railway art and 
considering what the 
pictures tell us about 
the railways of the 
past and present.  
The Impact of the 
Railways  
Construct informed 
responses that 
involved thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
data by investigating 
the impact of the first 
railways on existing 
industries, the 
environment and 
people in society. 
Locomotive 
Technology  
Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and 
develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms by 
learning how and 
why locomotives 
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have changed over 
time. 
 

Suggested 
Delivery  

 

Answer 
comprehension 
questions to show an 
understanding of 
when and how the 
Romans conquered 
Britain. 
Create a poster or 
timeline to show how 
the Roman empire 
spread from 8000 BC 
to AD 305. 

Give three reasons 
why the Romans 
wanted new roads in 
Britain. 
 
Label a map to show 
some Roman roads. 
 
Create a model to 
show a cross-section 
of a Roman road. 
 
Act in role as a 
character from 
Roman Britain and 
show how that 
person would have 
felt and behaved. 
 

Recall facts about 
some of the earliest 
trains and railways in 
Britain. 
 
Order significant 
events from the early 
history of trains and 
railways on a 
timeline. 
 
Answer 
comprehension 
questions about 
historically significant 
steam locomotives. 
 
Describe a famous 
steam locomotive in 
detail 
 

Describe how steam 
locomotives changed 
over time and 
compare the 
similarities and 
differences of 
different steam 
locomotives. 

 

Order events from 
the time of the 
Vikings. 
 
Create a poster 
containing details 
about who the 
Vikings were and 
what they did. 
 
Act in role to ask or 
answer questions. 
Identify key facts 
about the Anglo-
Saxon kings. 
 

Compare the 
similarities and 
differences between 
the Anglo-Saxon 
kings. 
 
Recall key details 
about King Ethelred 
and the introduction 
of Danegeld. 
 
Explain the problems 
King Ethelred faced 
before introducing 
Danegeld. 

Identify and explain 
key aspects of Viking 
life. 
 
Ask and answer 
questions about 
Viking life. 
Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
crime and 
punishment in Anglo-
Saxon Britain. 
Compare and 
contrast the Anglo-
Saxon and modern 
British justice 
systems. 
 
Identify and order 
Anglo-Saxon kings 
on a timeline. 
 
Explain key aspects 
of the reign of the last 
Anglo-Saxon kings. 
 
Distinguish between 
historically accurate 
and inaccurate 
events. 
 

Identify the name of 
the king who reigned 
in England before 
William the 
Conqueror. 
 

Explain one reason 
why William thought 
he should be king. 
 
Give one reason why 
William succeeded in 
becoming king. 
 
Raise questions 
about life in Norman 
England. 
 
Explain what the 
English people 
thought of William as 
king. 
 
Explain what 
historians think of 
King John. 
 
Identify at least one 
reason why King 
John has a bad 
reputation. 

Discuss reasons why 
Queen Anne's life 
was difficult. 
 
Name the countries 
in the Acts of Union 
1707. 
Look at the union of 
Great Britain from the 
perspective of and 
English/Scottish 
person. 
 

Name the Prime 
Minister who helped 
Victoria build her 
empire. 
 
Name countries in 
the British Empire 
and research facts 
about them. 
 
Find facts about 
Queen Elizabeth II. 
 
Raise questions to 
ask Queen Elizabeth 
II about her life and 
reign- link to real life 
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Write in role to show I 
understand how the 
Roman empire might 
have affected 
different people. 
 
Explain who the 
Emperor Hadrian 
was and when, how 
and why he built a 
wall. 
 
Describe and draw 
features of Hadrian's 
Wall. 
 
Research and 
explain the different 
elements of Roman 
religion. 
 
Recall the names of 
some of the main 
Roman gods and 
write about what they 
represented to the 
Roman people. 
 
Explain what a 
Roman bathhouse is 
and who used them. 
 
Draw and write about 
the different features 

Mark some of Great 
Britain's main railway 
lines on a map. 
 
Annotate a railway 
picture to show its 
different features. 
 
Explain ideas about 
what an artist was 
trying to tell us about 
the railways. 
 
Produce individual 
artwork which says 
something about the 
railways of the past 
or present. 
Act in role to present 
a specific viewpoint 
about the impact of 
the new railways. 
 
Sort and present 
information to show 
understanding of the 
positive and negative 
effects of the new 
railways on different 
aspects of society, 
industry, environment 
and people. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Explain why the 
English people 
decided to revolt. 
 
Name the important 
document that King 
John signed. 
 

Write an individual or 
class Magna Carta to 
make school an even 
nicer place. 
 
Write a description of 
Henry VIII. 
Explain why Henry 
VIII needed a son. 
 
Name and describe 
Henry VIII’s wives- 
fact files/writing in 
role. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

– letters to 
Buckingham Palace. 
 
Organise dates and 
monarchs on a 
timeline. 
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of a Roman 
bathhouse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Give reasons why 
railways have 
changed over time. 
 
Describe the 
technology of 
different locomotives. 
 
Create a TV 
programme to show 
understanding of the 
different types of 
locomotive 
technology and why 
the technology of 
locomotives has 
changed over time. 

 

Year 5 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Stone Age to the 
Iron Age 

World War II The Shang Dynasty 
 

Indus Valley 
Civilisation  

Ancient Sumer  Ancient Greece 

 
 
 
 
 

Surviving the Stone 
Age  
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
information by 
learning about how 
early man survived in 
the Stone Age 
Skara Brae 
Regularly address 
and sometimes 

The Outbreak of 
War 
Develop a 
chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding 
of world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across 
the periods they 
study by learning 
about the events 
leading to 

A Place in Time 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across periods by 
learning when and 
where the Shang 
dynasty existed. 
Living in the Shang 
Dynasty 

Travel Guide 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
knowing when the 
Indus Valley 
civilisation existed 
and where in the 
world it was located. 

Location and Era 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across periods they 
study by knowing 
when and where the 
Ancient Sumerian 
civilisation first 
appeared. 

Who Were the 
Ancient Greeks? 
Know and 
understand 
significant aspects of 
history: nature 
of ancient 
civilisations, 
expansion and 
dissolution empires 
in the context of 
learning about the 
Ancient Greek 
Empire: 
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devise historically 
valid 
questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference, 
and significance by 
learning about Skara 
Brae and 
understanding its 
significance in 
knowing more about 
the 
Stone Age. 
Becoming a Copper 
Child 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British, local and 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
learning about what 
happened in the 
Bronze 
Age, looking at how 
copper mining was 
crucial to the 
people of this time. 
Stonehenge 

the outbreak of World 
War II. 
Evacuation 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection of 
relevant historical 
information by 
learning about when, 
where and 
why children were 
evacuated in World 
War II. 
Rationing 
Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid 
questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference and 
significance by 
learning about 
rationing during 
World War II and 
how people adapted 
to deal with reduced 
product availability. 
The Role of Women 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection of 

Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
information 
by learning about the 
social hierarchy of 
the Shang dynasty 
and exploring what 
life was like for 
different people. 
Gods and Kings 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
information 
by finding out about 
the religious beliefs 
of the people 
from the Shang 
dynasty 
Dragon Bones 
Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid 
questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference 

Great Discoveries 
Understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 
sources and that 
different versions of 
past 
events may exist, 
giving some reasons 
for this by exploring 
the work some 
influential explorers 
who led the way to 
the discovery of the 
Indus Valley 
civilisation. 
A Step Back in Time 
Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and 
develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms by 
placing events from 
the Indus Valley 
civilisation into 
different contexts and 
chronological order. 
Examining 
Artefacts 
Understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 

Life in the City 
States 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across periods they 
study by learning 
about the Ancient 
Sumer city states and 
what it was like 
to live in one. 
Making Their Mark 
Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference and 
significance by 
comparing the 
academic 
and technological 
achievements of the 
Ancient Sumerian 
people (e.g. in 
writing, maths, 
science and 
technology) with 
other early 
civilisations and the 

How did it grow and 
why? Develop a 
chronologically 
secure 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
Greek timeline. 
Ancient Greek 
Democracy 
Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time. Ask 
questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference in 
the context of 
learning how the 
ruling systems in 
Ancient Greece 
changed, before the 
emocratic system, 
after and in the 
modern day. 
Ancient Greek 
Olympics 
Understand our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 
sources e.g. Greek 
vases. Note 
connections, 
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Understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 
sources and that 
different versions of 
past 
events may exist, 
giving some reasons 
for this by learning 
the different theories 
for the building of 
Stonehenge. 
Hillforts 
Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and 
develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms by 
learning 
how and why hillforts 
developed as popular 
places to live 
in the Iron Age. 
The Druids 
Understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 
sources and that 
different versions of 
past events may 
exist, giving some 
reasons for this by 

relevant historical 
information by 
learning about the 
importance 
and significance of 
the role of women 
during World War II 
The Holocaust 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection of 
relevant historical 
information by 
learning about the 
events of the 
Holocaust in World 
War II. 
Key Events 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and 
understanding of 
British, local and 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
learning 
about a variety of key 
events from World 
War II. 

 

and significance by 
learning about the 
discovery, 
significance and 
purpose of oracle 
bones in Shang 
culture 
Shang Artefacts 
Understand how our 
knowledge about the 
past is 
constructed from a 
range of sources and 
that different 
versions of past 
events may exist, 
giving some evidence 
for this by learning 
about different 
artefacts from the 
Shang dynasty and 
evaluating what they 
can teach us 
about life in the 
Shang dynasty. 
Fu Hao 
Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid 
questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference 

from a range of 
sources and that 
different versions of 
past events may 
exist, giving some 
reasons for this by 
examining a range of 
artefacts from the 
Indus Valley 
civilisation and 
working out what 
they tell us about the 
Indus Valley 
civilisation. 
Building a Life 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
historical information 
by understanding 
what an Indus Valley 
city was like and the 
types and features of 
the buildings they 
contained. 
Fashion and 
Jewellery 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 

selection and 
organisation of 

historical information 

influence on the 
world today. 
Gods and Religion 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
historical information 
by learning about the 
religious beliefs of 
the people of Ancient 
Sumer. 
Artefacts and 
Culture 
Understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 
sources and that 
different versions of 
past 
events may exist, 
giving some reasons 
for this through 
examining artefacts 
from Ancient Sumer. 
Agricultural 
Ambassadors 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
historical information 

contrasts and trends 
over e.g. How the 
Olympics have 
changed over time 
but how some 
features have 
remained the same? 
The Battle of 
Marathon 
Make connections, 
draw contrasts, 
analyse trends, frame 
historically-valid 
questions and create 
their own structured 
accounts, including 
written narratives and 
analyses of the 
Battle of Marathon. 
Greek Gods and 
Goddesses 
Understand the 
methods of historical 
enquiry, how 
evidence is used to 
make historical 
claims when learning 
about the gods and 
goddesses. 
The Trojan War 
Understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 
sources. Make 
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understanding why 
some of our 
knowledge about Iron 
Age Druids could be 

unreliable. 

 
 
 
 
 

and significance by 
learning about the 
unearthing of Lady 
Fu Hao’s tomb and 
what the study of the 
objects inside can 

teach us. 

by examining 
evidence of the Indus 

Valley civilisation 
jewellery, clothes, 

hairstyles and make 
up and working out 

what it tells us about 
the life and culture of 

this past society. 

by finding out about 
Ancient Sumerian 
farming techniques 

and methods 

connections, draw 
contrasts, 
analyse trends, frame 
historically-valid 
questions and 
create their own 
structured accounts, 
including written 

narratives and 
analyses in the 

context of finding out 
about the Trojan 

War. 

Suggested 
Delivery 

Explain the different 
challenges of survival 
for early man. Tell 
you where the Stone 
Age gets its name. 
Tell you which tools 
were crucial to the 
survival of early man. 
Tell you how tools 
changed during the 
Stone Age to make 
hunting more 
successful. Persuade 
an audience that the 
bow and arrow is a 
good hunting tool. 
 
Explain how Skara 
Brae was discovered. 
Tell you the names of 
some items found at 
Skara Brae. Explain 

Explain what I 
already know about 
World War II and 
think of questions I 
would like to ask. 
Order events from 
early World War II on 
a timeline. Label a 
map to show who the 
Allies and Axis 
Powers were in 
World War II. 
 
Describe what 
evacuees needed to 
take with them on 
their journey. Use 
different thinking 
skills to help me 
organise information 
about being 
evacuated. Explain 

Use an atlas to find 
and annotate 
features of China on 
a blank map. Show 
where the Shang 
dynasty was located 
on a map. Use a 
timeline to show 
when the Shang 
dynasty existed in 
relation to some 
different world 
civilisations. Use 
archaeological 
evidence to draw 
conclusions about 
what life was like in 
the Shang dynasty. 
 
Describe the social 
hierarchy of the 
Shang dynasty. 

Show where the 
Indus Valley was on 
a map. Describe 
physical features of 
the land in the Indus 
Valley. Say when the 
Indus Valley 
civilisation existed. 
 
Tell you the names of 
some explorers who 
helped discover the 
Indus Valley 
civilisation. Describe 
what evidence these 
explorers uncovered 
and what it tells us 
about the Indus 
Valley civilisation. 
 
Place events from 
the Indus Valley on a 

Locate where Ancient 
Sumer was on a 
world map. Label a 
map of Ancient 
Sumer. Place some 
events from the 
Ancient Sumerian era 
on a timeline. 
 
Create a model or 
diagram to show 
what an Ancient 
Sumerian home or 
city was like. Tell you 
some interesting 
facts about Ancient 
Sumerian city states 
and what it was like 
to live in one. 
 
Explain how the 
Ancient Sumerian 

Show how an empire 
changed and grew. 
Say why and empire 
grew. Understand 
how a timeline works. 
Order a Greek 
timeline 
 
Explain what 
democracy is. 
Explain if I think 
different systems of 
democracy are fair or 
not and give reasons. 
Compare ancient and 
modern democracy. 
Understand the 
legacy of the 
Athenian democratic 
system. 
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how Skara Brae 
shows that Stone 
Age people were 
beginning to change 
how they lived. 
 
Explain why Bronze 
Age people mined 
copper. Tell you the 
names of some of the 
jobs that copper 
miners used to do. 
Explain why children 
worked in copper 
mines. 
 
Explain how 
Stonehenge changed 
from the Stone Age 
onwards. Name three 
reasons why people 
think Stonehenge 
might have been 
built. Explain why 
there are many ideas 
about how 
Stonehenge was 
used. 
Explain how homes 
changed from the 
Stone Age to the Iron 
Age. Name two 
reasons why Iron age 
people wanted to 
protect their homes. 

when, where and 
why children were 
evacuated. Describe 
how it might have felt 
to be evacuated. 
 
Say what foods were 
rationed during World 
War II. Explain why 
rationing food was 
necessary. Compare 
a wartime menu with 
a modern-day menu. 
Explain how 
everyday lives were 
affected by food 
rationing. 
 
Compare the roles of 
women and men 
before World War II. 
Say what type of jobs 
women did during 
World War II. 
Describe key details 
of a woman’s 
wartime job. 
I can design my own 
propaganda poster. 
Explain how the role 
of women differed 
before, during and 
after the war.  
 

Name the different 
social groups of 
people from the 
Shang dynasty. 
Describe what life 
was like for different 
people living under 
the Shang dynasty. 
 
Tell you where some 
of the evidence about 
Shang religion comes 
from. Research and 
present information 
to describe a specific 
aspect of Shang 
religion. Identify the 
key information about 
different aspects of 
Shang religion. Ask 
and answer 
questions to show I 
understand about 
several aspects of 
Shang religion. 
 
Tell you who Wang 
Yirong is and what he 
discovered. Answer 
comprehension 
questions to 
demonstrate my 
understanding about 
oracle bones. 
Describe what 

timeline of early 
world history. Tell 
you what aspects of 
the Indus Valley 
civilisation the 
different events and 
information reflect. 
 
Examine artefacts 
from the Indus Valley 
and explain what 
they are. Say what 
the artefacts can tell 
us about the Indus 
Valley civilisation. 
 
Tell you what an 
Indus Valley city was 
like and say what 
types of buildings 
they contained. 
Explain some of the 
key features of the 
city and buildings. 
 
Show you what type 
of clothing men and 
women from the 
Indus Valley 
civilisation wore. 
Explain how the 
people from the 
Indus Valley 
civilisation made 

writing script 
developed. Describe 
some of the Ancient 
Sumerian beliefs on 
maths and science. 
Describe some 
Ancient Sumerian 
inventions. 
 
Write a description to 
explain some of the 
Ancient Sumerian 
religious beliefs and 
practices. Draw and 
label some pictures 
of Ancient Sumerian 
gods and tell you 
about their 
characteristics. 
 
Examine an artefact 
and explain what it 
tells me about 
Ancient Sumerian 
culture. Say what 
instruments the 
Ancient Sumerian 
people played and 
what they did for 
entertainment. 
 
Say what crops were 
grown and what 
animals were reared 
by the ancient 

Describe the modern 
day Olympic games. 
Tell you why pottery 
can give us 
information about the 
Ancient Olympic 
Games. Explain how 
important the Ancient 
Games were to the 
modern Olympic 
Games and say what 
is the same and what 
has changed. 
 
Explain how Athens 
and Sparta are 
similar and different. 
Explain why the 
Spartans didn’t help 
the Athenians. Order 
events of the Battle 
of Marathon. Write 
the events of the 
Battle of Marathon 
from the point of view 
of someone involved 
in the battle. 
 
Research different 
Greek gods and say 
key facts about them. 
Plan my own Greek 
myth, using gods, 
goddesses, monsters 
and heroes. 
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Explain how hillforts 
were designed to 
protect Iron Age 
tribes. 
 
Name two of the 
roles of Druids in Iron 
Age tribes. Name an 
important festival in 
the Druid calendar. 
Explain why the 
evidence we have 
from the Romans 
about Iron Age 
Druids might be 
unreliable. Explain 
what archaeologists 
now think about the 
Druids. 

Explain what 
prejudice means. 
Describe how and 
why Jews were 
subject to Nazi 
prejudice and 
discrimination during 
the war. Recall and 
report key facts about 
the events of the 
Holocaust. Use my 
learning about the 
Holocaust to help me 
identify important 
values to live my own 
life by. Design a 
poster to promote an 
important value. 
 
Describe some of the 
key events of World 
War II. Order events 
from World War II 
onto a timeline. 
Explain why a 
specific World War II 
event was a key 
turning point in the 
war. 

happened during a 
Shang divination 
ceremony. Make a 
model of an oracle 
bone and inscribe it 
with Chinese writing. 
Describe the features 
and purpose of a 
range of Shang 
artefacts. Study a 
Shang artefact in 
close detail and draw 
conclusions about its 
function. Describe 
how Shang 
craftsmen made 
objects out of bronze, 
jade and pottery. 
 
Describe and draw 
conclusions about 
some of the items 
found inside Fu 
Hao’s tomb. Say why 
the discovery of Fu 
Hao’s tomb was so 
significant. 
Ask and answer 
comprehension 
questions about Fu 
Hao. 

beads and other 
jewellery. 

Sumerian people. 
Write instructions to 
show the processes 
the ancient 
Sumerians needed to 
farm the land most 
effectively and 
explain what farming 
equipment was used 
at each stage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Think of questions 
about Greek 
artefacts. Use the 
story from Homer’s 
Iliad to learn about 
the Trojan War. 
Choose a key 
moment in the story 
to freeze frame. Write 
a chronological diary 
entry to recount the 
story of the Trojan 
War. 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic The Early Islamic 
Civilisation 

Ancient Egypt  Leisure and 
Entertainment  

Benin The Maya 
Civilisation 
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The Importance of 
Baghdad 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British, local and 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
learning about the 
role of Baghdad in 
early Islamic 
Civilisation. 
The House of 
Wisdom 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
information 
by learning about the 
House of Wisdom 
and its legacy 
Discovery and 
Learning 
Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid questions about 
change, cause, 

Who Were the 
Ancient Egyptians? 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
learning about where 
and when the ancient 
Egyptians lived. 
What Was Life Like 
in Ancient Egypt? 
Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference, and 
significance by 
learning about the 
daily lives of many 
ancient Egyptian 
people. 
Mummies 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the Movies 
Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference, and 
significance by 
learning about the 
role of cinema in 
20th century 
entertainment. 
The Beautiful Game 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British, local and 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
learning about how 
and why football 
changed across the 
20th century in 
Britain and 
throughout the world. 
The Swinging 
Sixties 
Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and 

Africa's Past 
Continue to develop 
a chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British, local and 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
learning about some 
key events in African 
history and how the 
kingdom of Benin 
formed. 
Religion 
Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and 
develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms by 
learning about the 
religious beliefs of 
the people of ancient 
Benin. 
Benin Art 
Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference, 

Meeting the Maya 
Develop a 
chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study by 
learning about the 
Maya civilisation and 
understanding 
who they were and 
when and where they 
lived. 
Religion and Gods 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
information 
by learning about the 
religious beliefs and 
practices of the 
Maya people and the 
gods they believed in 
Maya Number 
System 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
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similarity and 
difference and 
significance through 
the study of 
significant 
discoveries and 
concepts developed 
by early Islamic 
scholars. 
The First Four 
Caliphs 
Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and  
develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms by 
learning about the 
role of the caliphate 
in the early Islamic 
civilisation. 
Islamic Art 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
information 
by learning about 
early Islamic art. 
Trade and Power 
Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and 

relevant historical 
information 
by learning the about 
the mummification 
process used by 
the ancient 
Egyptians. 
Tutankhamun 
Understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 
sources and that 
different versions of 
past events may 
exist, giving some 
reasons for this by 
learning about the 
discovery of the tomb 
of Tutankhamun. 
Write Like an 
Egyptian 
Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and 
develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms by 
exploring ancient 
Egyptian writing 
systems. 
Egyptian Gods 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 

develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms by 
learning 
about how some 
young people spent 
their leisure time in 
the 1960s. 
Wish You Were 
Here 
Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference, and 
significance by 
learning about why 
the British holiday 
industry boomed 
from the 1930s 
onwards. 
The Gogglebox 
Understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 
sources and that 
different versions of 
past events may 
exist, giving some 
reasons for this by 
learning about how 
television became a 

and significance by 
learning about why 
the art of Benin 
challenged the 
world’s perceptions 
of African art. 
The Story of Eweka 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
information 
by finding out about 
the oral tradition of 
history in African 
communities and the 
different versions of 
the story of 
Eweka, Oba of the 
Benin Kingdom (AD 
1180). 
Artefact Exhibition 
Understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 
sources and that 
different versions of 
past events may 
exist, giving some 
reasons for this by 
exploring what we 
can learn about the 

selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
information 
by learning about 
how the Maya 
invented and used 
their calendars and 
number system. 
Exploration and 
Discovery 
Understand how our 
knowledge of the 
past is constructed 
from a range of 
sources and that 
different versions of 
past events may 
exist, giving some 
reasons for this by 
identifying and using 
sources of evidence 
to learn about 
the Maya cities and 
some of the people 
who explored and 
documented them. 
Mayan Writing 
Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference and 
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develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms by 
learning about how 
the early Islamic 
civilisation 
established itself as 
a major power, 
helped by its 
geographical position 
along the East to 
West trade route and 
the quality of its 
trading goods 

selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
information 
by distinguishing 
information about the 
different gods. 

popular leisure 
activity. 
Technology 
Construct informed 
responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of 
relevant historical 
information 
by learning about the 
impact of 20th 
century technologies 
on leisure and 
entertainment in the 
21st century 

Benin Kingdom from 
different artefacts. 
A Lost Kingdom 
Regularly address 
and sometimes 
devise historically 
valid questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference, and 
significance by 
learning how and 
why the kingdom of 
Benin came to an 
end. 

significance through 
learning about the 
Mayan writing 
system. 
Food 
Note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and 
develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms by 
learning about the 
food the ancient 
Maya people ate and 
its religious and 
cultural significance 
 

Suggested 
Delivery 

Recall some key 
facts about Baghdad. 
Identify some 
similarities and 
differences between 
life in Baghdad and 
London in AD 900. 
Compare life in the 
Islamic Empire with 
that in Europe in the 
10th – 11th century. 
Imagine and write 
about what life was 
like in Baghdad in AD 
900. Explain why 
Baghdad was such 
an important city in 
the Islamic Empire. 

Point out where 
Egypt is on a map. 
Describe when the 
ancient Egyptians 
lived. Describe and 
name different roles 
in ancient Egyptian 
society and what 
those people did. 
 
Use pictures to find 
out information about 
life in ancient Egypt. 
Raise questions 
about Egyptian life. 
Explain why the River 
Nile was essential to 
survival for ancient 

 Explain how the first 
films in the 1910s 
and 1920s were 
different from films 
today. Explain what 
‘talkies’ are. Explain 
why cinema became 
less popular by the 
middle of the 20th 
century. Compare 
film posters from the 
past with those of 
today. 
 
Compare football 
boots, kits and 
behaviours in 1945 to 
the modern day 

Think and talk about 
my preconceptions of 
Africa and what I now 
know. Find and label 
important places in 
the history of the 
Benin Kingdom on a 
map of Africa. Match 
key words about the 
Kingdom of Benin to 
the correct 
descriptions. Sort 
some events in 
African history into 
chronological order. 
Sort some events in 
African history into 
different levels of 

Recall and organise 
relevant facts about 
the Maya civilisation. 
Label a map to show 
where the Maya lived 
and where some 
main cities were. 
 
Answer questions to 
show I understand 
the important aspects 
of Maya religion. 
Create a fact file 
containing 
information about 
Maya gods. 
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Explain what the 
House of Wisdom 
was, and what 
happened there. 
Create a 2 minute 
advert for the House 
of Wisdom, 
explaining reasons 
why people should 
study there. Write a 1 
page prospectus for 
the House of Wisdom 
based on the ideas in 
my advert. 
 
Compare how early 
Islamic and 
European medicine 
in the Middle Ages 
was different. 
Describe how the 
work of early Islamic 
doctors has 
influenced modern 
medicine. Tell you 
the names of some 
important Muslim 
scholars and answer 
comprehension 
questions about 
them. Produce a 
detailed explanation 
of one of the great 
early Islamic 

Egyptians. Put myself 
in the place of an 
ancient Egyptian. 
Compare ancient 
Egypt to other 
ancient civilisations 
that I have learnt 
about. 
 
Order the steps in the 
mummification 
process. Retell the 
key steps in the 
mummification 
process. Imagine 
what a canopic jar 
would describe if it 
could talk. 
 
Use different sources 
to build a picture of 
events. Raise 
questions about 
where the sources 
came from and why 
they were created. 
Retell the key events 
of the Tutankhamun 
discovery story. Put 
myself in the place of 
a journalist in 1922. 
 
Retell information I 
have read in an 
interesting way. Read 

equivalent. Explain at 
least two of the 
changes to football in 
Britain in the early 
20th century. Name 
an important 20th 
century footballer. 
 
Name at least two 
1960s dancers. 
Name at least two 
1960s music acts. 
Learn how to perform 
a 1960s dance. Plan 
a party for guests in 
the 1960s. Write a 
1960s party 
invitation. 
 
Explain who Billy 
Butlin was and what 
he did. Explain the 
holiday entitlements 
of British people from 
1939. Suggest at 
least two attractions 
for a holiday camp. 
Say why holiday 
camps became less 
popular by the 1960s. 
 
Tell you about two 
important television 
events in the 20th 
century. Explain why 

significance and talk 
about how I came to 
my decisions. 
 
Make one connection 
between Benin’s 
beliefs and the 
beliefs of another 
civilisation. Contrast 
one of Benin’s beliefs 
with the beliefs of our 
world today. Make an 
animal clay tile for 
the Benin gods. 
 
Raise a question 
about Obas. Think of 
at least one question 
about the Benin 
Bronzes. Explain why 
European people 
were shocked when 
they found the 
Bronzes. Explain how 
attitudes towards 
African art have 
changed since the 
Victorian times. 
Question whom 
ancient artefacts 
belong to. 
 
Compare and 
discuss the ways in 
which British and 

Read numbers using 
the Maya symbols for 
0, 1 and 5. Solve 
problems and write 
numbers using the 
Maya symbols for 0, 
1 and 5. 
 
Identify at least three 
sources of evidence 
about the Maya and 
explain what they tell 
me. Examine a 
historical picture and 
answer questions 
about an aspect of 
the Maya civilisation. 
 
Identify key facts 
about the Maya 
writing system. 
Answer questions 
about the Maya 
writing system and 
codices. Construct 
Maya words using 
syllabograms and 
logograms. 
 
Create a list of foods 
that the ancient Maya 
people would have 
eaten. Describe why 
corn is significant and 
precious to the 
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inventions or 
discoveries.  
 
Explain how 
Muhammad founded 
Islam. Describe what 
a caliphate is and 
explain how the first 
caliphate was 
formed. Act in role to 
present an opinion to 
explain why Sunni or 
Shia Muslims should 
have the first 
caliphate. Present 
information about the 
roles and 
responsibilities of a 
caliph. 
 
Identify geometric 
patterns, vegetal 
patterns and 
calligraphy in 
different examples of 
Islamic art. Identify 
and explain where 
different forms of 
Islamic art was used. 
Create my own early 
Islamic style 
geometric pattern. 
 
Explain why the early 
Islamic civilisation 

and understand how 
hieroglyphs were 
used. Comment on 
the similarities and 
differences between 
hieroglyphs and 
English. Write my 
name or messages in 
hieroglyphs. Create a 
Rosetta Stone 
showing hieroglyphic 
writing style. 
 
Listen to descriptions 
of the gods and 
match each one to its 
picture. Choose one 
god and find out 
more information. 
Find information in 
different places about 
my Egyptian god. 
Impersonate a god to 
describe his or her 
powers. 
 
 
 
 

1953 was important 
in Britain. Tell you 
two facts about how 
television was 
different by the end 
of the 20th century. 
Explain the impact of 
watching more 
television on modern 
lifestyles. 
 
Write three 
sentences about 
changes in gaming 
over the 20th century. 
Put 20th century 
technology in 
chronological order. 
Invent an app for use 
at school in the 21st 
century. Explain how 
the features in my 
app will make life 
easier. 

African history has 
been recorded. Tell 
you what I 
understand about 
Africa’s oral tradition 
of history telling. Act 
out different parts of 
the story of Eweka. 
Create a storyboard 
of the story of Eweka. 
Compare different 
versions of the story 
of Eweka. 
 
Identify a range of 
different evidence 
sources about Benin. 
Evaluate the 
usefulness of 
different sources of 
evidence about 
Benin. Describe a 
range of artefacts 
and say what they 
can teach us about 
life in the Benin 
Kingdom. Select and 
present detailed 
information about a 
particular artefact 
from the Benin 
Kingdom. 
 
Identify, generate 
and order by 

ancient Maya people. 
Describe why 
chocolate is 
significant and 
precious to the 
ancient Maya people. 
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became a great 
power. Label 
significant places on 
a map of the Silk 
Road. Identify and 
describe items 
offered for trade 
during the early 
Islamic civilisation. 
Plan and design my 
own perfume. 
Describe how to 
make perfume using 
traditional distillery 
methods. 

significance the 
reasons why the 
Kingdom of Benin 
became a powerful 
empire. Answer 
comprehension 
questions about 
Europeans in Benin 
and the Benin 
Punitive Expedition. 
Describe how 
different historical 
characters may have 
felt about events in 
Benin’s history. 
Create a poster to 
demonstrate my 
learning about the 
Kingdom of Benin. 

 

 

 

 


