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Chase Terrace Primary School  

Geography Handbook  
 

Subject Area  Geography 

Subject Aim- Intent  At Chase Terrace Primary School, we aim to ensure that all pupils:  

  Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their 

defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of 
processes. 
 

  Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world. 

 

  Understand how these features are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time. 

 

  Understand and show awareness of geographical features e.g. types of terrain. 

 

  Show an interest and appreciation of their local area and develop and understanding of the human and physical features that 

shape their surroundings – Cannock Chase, Chase water, local mining. 
 

  Take pride in their local area (Burntwood) through developing an awareness of local human geographical features by taking 

local field trips to the surrounding area. 
 

  Are equipped with the knowledge and skills needed to understand place, person, natural and human environments and have 

a curiosity about the world we live in.   
 



 

2 
 

  

Subject Approach  Our geography approach is based on the teaching of skills from the National Curriculum, set against topics which provide the 
context to our lessons.  

  Topics are taught on a termly or half-termly basis dependent on the demands of the curriculum.  

  For each topic, lessons are taught as blocks over a week period.  

  Our lessons are planned frequently in order to provide immersive, engaging and exciting opportunities for children to learn 
geographical skills knowledge and understanding. Throughout the year each topic should encompass locational knowledge, 
place knowledge, human and physical geography and geographical skills and fieldwork. 
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Nursery Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Topic All about me Festivals and 
celebrations 

 

Traditional tales Spring into life Superhero’s    Space  

 Our school  
 
Notices detailed 
features of objects in 
their environment. 

My environment  
 
Notices detailed 
features of objects in 
their environment. 
 
 

Where I Live  
 
Enjoys playing with 
small-world models 
such as a farm, a 
garage, or a train 
track. 
 
 

My world 
 
Shows care and 
concern for living 
things and the 
environment. 
 

Our Local Area  
 
Can talk about some 
of the things they 
have observed such 
as plants, animals, 
natural and found 
objects. 

The magical world 
 
Comments and asks 
questions about 
aspects of their 
familiar world such as 
the place where they 
live or the natural 
world 

 Weather and seasons- continuous provision 

Reception Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic All about me Festivals and 
celebrations 

 

Traditional tales Spring into life Under the sea   The magical world   

 Our School  
 
Comments and asks 
questions about 
aspects of their 
familiar world such as 
the place where they 
live or the natural 
world. 
 

Where I live/ Where 
in the word  
 
Looks closely at 
similarities, and 
differences.  

My local area  
 
Looks closely at 
similarities, 
differences, patterns 
and change. 
 

Where in the word 
 
They talk about the 
features of their own 
immediate 
environment and how 
environments might 
vary from one 
another. 

Where in the world 
 
Children know about 
similarities and 
differences in relation 
to places, objects, 
materials and living 
things. 

The magical world  
 
They make 
observations of 
animals and plants 
and explain why 
some things occur, 
and talk about 
change   

 Weather and seasons- continuous provision  
 
 

Curriculum Overview (Nursery- Year 6) 

Geography Overview  
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Year 1 
Cycle A 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Topic 
 

Blast From The 
Past 

 

Blast From The 
Past 

 

Flying the Flag 
 

Flying the Flag 
 

Food Glorious Food 
 

Food Glorious Food 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our School 
 
Name, locate and 
identify 
characteristics of the 
four countries and 
capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas. 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop. 
 
Use simple compass 
directions (North, 
South, East and 
West) and locational 
and directional 
language [for 
example, near and 
far; left and right], to 
describe the location 
of features and 
routes on a map. 

Our Country 
 
Name, locate and 
identify 
characteristics of the 
four countries and 
capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas. 
 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a small 
area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a 
contrasting non-
European country (in 
the context of 
comparing Brasilia 
with London). 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key physical features, 

Let’s go to China 
 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a small 
area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a 
contrasting non-
European country. 
 
 
Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at 
this key stage. 
 
Use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 

Let’s go to China 
 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a small 
area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a 
contrasting non-
European country. 
 
 
Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at 
this key stage. 
 
Use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 

Wonderful Weather 
 
Name and locate the 
world’s seven 
continents and five 
oceans (in the 
context of creating 
journey lines and in 
the context of a case 
study approach about 
Europe). 
 
Name, locate and 
identify 
characteristics of the 
four countries and 
capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas. 
 
 
Identify seasonal and 
daily weather 
patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the 
location of hot and 
cold areas of the 
world in relation to 
the Equator and the 

Wonderful Weather 

 
Name and locate the 
world’s seven 
continents and five 
oceans.  
 
Name, locate and 
identify 
characteristics of the 
four countries and 
capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas. 
 
 
Identify seasonal and 
daily weather 
patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the 
location of hot and 
cold areas of the 
world in relation to 
the Equator and the 
North and South 
Poles. 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
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Use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human and 
physical features 
devise a simple map; 
use and construct 
basic symbols in a 
key. 
 
Use simple fieldwork 
and observational 
skills to study the 
geography of their 
school and its 
grounds and the key 
human and physical 
features of its 
surrounding 
environment. 
 

including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, 
season and weather. 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop. 
 
Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at 
this key stage. 
 
Use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human and 
physical features 
devise a simple map; 
use and construct 

and basic human and 
physical features. 
Devise a simple map; 
and use and 
construct basic 
symbols in a key. 
 

and basic human and 
physical features. 
Devise a simple map; 
and use and 
construct basic 
symbols in a key. 
 

North and South 
Poles. 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, 
season and weather. 
 
Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at 
this key stage. 
 

key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, 
season and weather 
(in the context of The 
Artic). 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop (in 
the context of The 
Artic). 
 
 
Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at 
this key stage. 
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basic symbols in a 
key. 

Suggested 
Delivery 

Understand where I 
live in the local area. 
 
Explore and 
understand what our 
classroom looks like. 
 
Explore aerial 
photographs. 
 
Locate our school in 
our local area. 
 
Observe the school 
environment. 
 
Explore how to draw 
simple maps. 
 
Understand the route 
taken to school. 
 
Name the four points 
of a compass. 
 
Being to recognise 
map symbols. 

Understand the 
difference between 
town and 
countryside. 
 
Use key words to 
describe a town and 
countryside. 
 
Name the countries 
of the UK. 
 
Locate the UK using 
a map. 
 
Understand a journey 
line. 
 
Understand what an 
aerial view shows. 
 
Identify key features 
of the countries of the 
UK. 
 
Observe aerial view 
photographs. 
 
Name the capital 
cities of the UK 
 

Use an atlas to locate 
China on a map. 
 
Use an atlas to locate 
capital cities, rives 
and seas. 
 
Explore what life is 
like in China. 
 
Explore landmarks in 
China. 
 
Compare what life is 
like in China 
compared to the UK 
– through own 
knowledge, children’s 
experiences and 
research. 
 
 

Explore festivals 
celebrated in China. 
 
Compare what life is 
like in China 
compared to the UK. 
 
Ask questions to find 
out what life is like in 
China – using what 
they have learned so 
far. 
 
Compare school life 
in Beijing to school 
life in the UK. 
 
Explore Chinese 
culture through food 
tasting. 
 
Explore and 
understand farming 
in China. 
 
 
 

Understand what the 
weather in like in our 
country. 
 
Explore the weather 
in the UK. 
 
Name and locate the 
4 counties of the UK. 
 
Understand the 
different seasons. 
 
Explore and 
understand how 
weather can affect 
countries and people. 
 
Understand what 
weather forecast 
show. 
 
Create a weather 
report. 
 
Use key words to 
describe the weather. 
 
 

Understand the 
dangers of weather. 
 
Name and locate the 
continents of the 
world – continents 
song. 
 
Understand what hot 
and cold countries 
are like. 
 
Understand what a 
cold area of the world 
is like - Arctic. 
 
Identify the equator 
and understand the 
locations of the hot 
and cold places in 
relation to the 
equator, north and 
south pole.  
 
Include terms such 
as Physical: sea, 
ocean, season and 
weather Human: City, 
town, village, factory, 
farm house, port. 
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Explain what London 
is like using key 
words. 
 
Compare two capital 
cities  - Brasilia and 
London. 
 

Use atlases to locate 
hot and cold places. 
 
Use map skills to 
locate hot and cold 
places. 
 
 

Year 2 
Cycle B 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Topic 
 

Let Me Entertain 
You 

Let Me Entertain 
You 

Grand Designs Grand Design On Safari On Safari 

 Beside the Seaside 
 
Name, locate and 
identify 
characteristics of the 
four countries and 
capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas. 
 
Identify seasonal and 
daily weather 
patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the 
location of hot and 
cold areas of the 
world in relation to 
the Equator and the 
North and South 
Poles. 
 
Use basic 
geographical 

Beside the Seaside 
 
Name, locate and 
identify 
characteristics of the 
four countries and 
capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas  
Identify seasonal and 
daily weather 
patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the 
location of hot and 
cold areas of the 
world in relation to 
the Equator and the 
North and South 
Poles. 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 

Magical Mapping 
 
Name and locate the 
world’s seven 
continents and five 
oceans. 
 
Name, locate and 
identify 
characteristics of the 
four countries and 
capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas. 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, 

Local Area 
 
Name, locate and 
identify 
characteristics of the 
four countries and 
capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas. 
 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a small 
area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a 
contrasting non-
European country. 
 

Sensational Safari 
 
Name and locate the 
world’s seven 
continents and five 
oceans (in the 
context of Africa, 
Kenya). 
 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a small 
area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a 
contrasting non-
European country (in 
the context of Kenya, 
Maasai). 

What a Wonderful 
World 
 
Name and locate the 
world’s seven 
continents and five 
oceans (in the 
context of creating 
journey lines and in 
the context of a case 
study approach about 
Europe). 
 
Identify seasonal and 
daily weather 
patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the 
location of hot and 
cold areas of the 
world in relation to 
the Equator and the 
North and South 
Poles. 
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vocabulary to refer to 
key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, 
season and weather 
(in the context of 
seaside localities and 
the seaside town of 
St. Ives, Cornwall). 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop (in 
the context of 
seaside localities and 
the seaside town of 
St. Ives, Cornwall). 
 
Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at 
this key stage.  

key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, 
season and weather 
(in the context of 
seaside localities and 
the seaside town of 
St. Ives, Cornwall). 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop (in 
the context of 
seaside localities and 
the seaside town of 
St. Ives, Cornwall). 
 
Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at 
this key stage. 
 

valley, vegetation, 
season and weather. 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop. 
 
Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at 
this key stage. 
 
Use simple compass 
directions (North, 
South, East and 
West) and locational 
and directional 
language [for 
example, near and 
far; left and right], to 
describe the location 
of features and 
routes on a map. 
 

Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, 
season and weather. 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop 
 
Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at 
this key stage. 
 
Use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human and 

 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, 
season and weather 
(in the context of 
Kenya, national 
parks/ reserves). 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop (in 
the context of Kenya, 
national parks/ 
reserves). 
 
Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 

 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, 
season and weather. 
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop 
Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at 
this key stage. 
 
Use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human and 
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Use simple compass 
directions (North, 
South, East and 
West) and locational 
and directional 
language [for 
example, near and 
far; left and right], to 
describe the location 
of features and 
routes on a map (in 
the context of 
seaside localities and 
the seaside town of 
St. Ives, Cornwall). 
 
Use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human and 
physical features 
devise a simple map; 
and use and 
construct basic 
symbols in a key. 
 
Use simple fieldwork 
and observational 
skills to study the 
geography of their 
school and its 
grounds and the key 
human and physical 

Use simple compass 
directions (North, 
South, East and 
West) and locational 
and directional 
language [for 
example, near and 
far; left and right], to 
describe the location 
of features and 
routes on a map (in 
the context of 
seaside localities and 
the seaside town of 
St. Ives, Cornwall). 
 
Use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human and 
physical features 
devise a simple map; 
and use and 
construct basic 
symbols in a key. 
 
Use simple fieldwork 
and observational 
skills to study the 
geography of their 
school and its 
grounds and the key 
human and physical 
features of its 

Use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human and 
physical features 
devise a simple map; 
and use and 
construct basic 
symbols in a key. 
 
Use simple fieldwork 
and observational 
skills to study the 
geography of their 
school and its 
grounds and the key 
human and physical 
features of its 
surrounding 
environment. 

physical features 
devise a simple map; 
use and construct 
basic symbols in a 
key 

 
 

oceans studied at 
this key stage. 
 
Use simple compass 
directions (North, 
South, East and 
West) and locational 
and directional 
language [for 
example, near and 
far; left and right], to 
describe the location 
of features and 
routes on a map (in 
the context of 
national park/ safari 
maps). 
 
Use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human and 
physical features 
devise a simple map; 
and use and 
construct basic 
symbols in a key. 

 
 

physical features 
devise a simple map; 
and use and 
construct basic 
symbols in a key. 
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features of its 
surrounding 
environment. 
 

surrounding 
environment. 
 

Suggested 
Delivery 

Use key words to 
describe different 
places and 
environments.  
 
Use a map to find 
seaside locations. 
 
Use key words to 
describe seaside 
locations. 
 
Observe aerial 
photographs of 
seaside locations. 
 
Locate seaside 
resorts in the four 
countries of the UK. 
 
Understand what 
seaside resorts were 
like in the past and 
the present – link to 
own 
experiences/holidays. 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe a seaside 
town in the UK - St 
Ives, Cornwall. 
 
Describe places and 
routes on a map – St 
Ives, Cornwall. 
 
Use a map to find the 
main British Islands. 
 
Understand the 
locations of hot and 
cold islands in the 
world. 
 
Visit a seaside 
resort  - fieldwork 
opportunity. 
 
Use a map to follow 
a route around a 
seaside resort – 
fieldwork opportunity. 
 
 

Draw a simple sketch 
map. 
 
Use compass 
directions to move 
around a map. 
 
Plan a route in a local 
area. 
 
Draw a simple sketch 
map – move skills on 
from start of the unit. 
 
Use atlases to find 
place in the UK. 
 
Use atlases to find 
places in the world. 
 
Understand what an 
aerial view is. 
 
Observe aerial 
photographs of the 
school and local 
area. 
 
Use key words to 
explain human and 
physical features. 

Understand what our 
local area is like. 
 
Observe the local 
area – local fieldwork 
opportunity. 
 
Describe where 
things are on a map. 
 
Observe the local 
area. 
 
Use observational 
skills to understand 
that people live here. 
 
Understand different 
types of housing in 
the local area. 
 
Name the types of 
jobs people do in the 
local area. 
 
Understand ways 
that we can change 
the local area – 
develop areas, land 
and make 
improvements. 

Understand where 
Kenya is in the world. 
 
Atlas work – locate 
Kenya on a map. 
 
Draw a simple map – 
Africa (Kenya). 
 
Understand what life 
is like for people 
living in Kenya. 
 
Understand what a 
national park is. 
 
Use compass 
directions to describe 
places on a map. 
 
Understand some of 
the main animals that 
live in Kenya. 
 
Understand what 
Maasai culture is like. 
 
Observe photographs 
and ask questions to 
find out about a 
place. 

Name and locate 
continents and 
oceans of the world – 
continents song. 
 
Locate countries, 
continents and 
oceans of the world 
accurately. 
 
Understand key 
features of the 
continents of the 
world. 
 
Understand how a 
journey can be made 
around the world. 
 
Understand what a 
journey line is. 
 
Understand the 
location of hot and 
cold countries around 
the world. 
 
Locate the continent 
we live in and some 
of the key features. 
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Name and locate the 
world’s five main 
oceans. 
 

 
Ask questions about 
the local area. 
 
Understand the 
benefits of local 
transport in the area 
and what it connects 
to. 
 

 
Compare life to a 
child’s life in Kenya. 

Observe aerial 
photographs. 
 
 

Year 3 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Topic Land Use Land Use  Extreme Earth Rainforests The United 
Kingdom 

The United 
Kingdom 

 

 
 
 
 

Sketch Maps  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography including 
land use in the 
context of using 
sketch maps. 
 
Using a Key 
 
Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography including 
land use in the 
context of using keys 
and legends. 
 

Surveying the Land 
Part 2 
 
Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present 
the human features 
in the local area in 
the context of 
drawing a map. 
 
How Land Is Used  
 
Use maps and 
atlases to describe 
land use in the 
context of thinking 
about urban and rural 
areas. 
 

Under Our Feet  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography in the 
context of what is 
under the Earth’s 
surface.  
 
Volcanoes  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography in the 
context of volcanoes. 
 
More Volcanoes  
 

Where Are the 
Rainforests?  
 
To locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe (including the 
location of Russia) 
and North and South 
America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental 
regions, key physical 
and human 
characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities in the context of 
rainforests. 
 

Countries and 
Cities  
 
To name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 
changed over time in 

Hills and Mountains 
 
To name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 
changed over time in 
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Surveying the Land 
Part 1 
 
Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present 
the human features 
in the local area in 
the context of 
creating sketch 
maps. 
 

How Land Is Used 
for Farming  
 
Use maps and 
atlases to describe 
land use in the 
context of thinking 
about agriculture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography in the 
context of volcanoes.  
 
Earthquakes  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography in the 
context of 
earthquakes. 
 
Tsunamis 
  
Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography in the 
context of tsunamis. 
 
Under Our Feet 
 
Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography in the 
context of tornadoes. 
 

The Rainforest 
Climate  
 
To identify the 
position and 
significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, 
Southern 
Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, 
the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time 
zones (including day 
and night) in the 
context of rainforests. 
 
Layers of the 
Rainforest  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle in the 

the context of maps 
of the UK.  
 
Rivers and Seas  
To name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 
changed over time in 
the context of the 
UK’s rivers and seas. 
 
Around the 
Counties  
 
To name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 

the context of UK 
hills and mountains. 
  
How London Grew 
 
 To name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 
changed over time in 
the context of 
London's growth. 
 
Our Changing 
Nation  
 
To name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
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context of the layers 
of a rainforest. 
 
Life in the 
Rainforest  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle in the 
context of rainforest 
inhabitants. 
 
The Amazon  
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America by 

features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 
changed over time in 
the context of maps 
of UK counties. 

topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 
changed over time in 
the context of the 
changing population 
of the UK. 
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comparing the 
Amazon rainforest 
and Sherwood 
Forest. 
 
Protecting the 
Rainforests  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of rainforest 
conservation. 
 

Suggested 
Delivery 

Explain the purpose 
of a sketch map. 
 
Identify the features 
of a sketch map. 
 
Compare a sketch 
map and a published 
sketch map. 
 

Draw a simple sketch 
map including major 
landmarks. 
 
Draw a sketch map 
showing relative 
distances. 
 
Use a key on a map 
to show how land is 
used. 

Explore the fact that 
there is rock under all 
surfaces. 
 
List the layers that 
make up the Earth. 
 
Create and label a 
cross-section of the 
Earth. 
 

Use atlases to locate 
countries where 
rainforests are found. 
 
Label a map to show 
countries where 
rainforests are found. 
 
Research facts about 
more than one 

Locate the countries 
that make up the UK 
on a map. 
 
Name the capital 
cities of the countries 
of the UK. 
 
Label key cities in the 
UK on a map. 
 

Identify the names of 
some areas of high 
ground in the UK. 
 
Find areas of high 
ground on a map of 
the UK. 
 
Find the height of a 
peak on a map. 
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Identify important 
landmarks in the 
locality. 
 
Draw a simple sketch 
map including major 
landmarks. 
 
Draw a sketch map 
showing relative 
distances. 
 
Use a key on a map 
to show how land is 
used. 
 
Identify landmarks 
using a key. 
 
Use symbols and a 
key to annotate a 
map. 
 
Choose symbols to 
use for a key. 
 
Name landmarks 
which might be seen 
in a chosen area. 
 
Draw a simple sketch 
map to show 
buildings in an area. 
 

 
List the ways land is 
used in the UK. 
 
Understand the 
meanings rural and 
urban and use the 
terms to describe an 
area. 
 
List land uses in rural 
and urban areas. 
 
Identify rural and 
urban areas in the 
UK. 
 
List different types of 
rural spaces. 
 
Explain what most 
rural land is used for 
in the UK. 
 
Compare maps of 
different agricultural 
areas. 
 
Explain why an area 
is suited to crop or 
livestock farming. 
 
Describe ways 
farming has changed 
since the 1950s. 

Compare the Earth’s 
structure to a familiar 
object. 
 
Demonstrate how 
tectonic plates move. 
 
Explain how a 
volcano is formed. 
 
Name the parts of a 
volcano. 
 
Explain what 
happens during a 
volcanic eruption. 
 
Use atlases to 
identify areas of the 
world where 
volcanoes are found. 
 
Explain the words 
extinct, dormant 
and active to 
describe volcanoes.  
 
Outline the risks and 
benefits of living near 
to a volcano. 
 
Use atlases to 
identify areas of the 
world where 
earthquakes happen. 

country where 
rainforests are found. 
 
Locate the equator 
on a map. 
 
Identify that 
rainforests are near 
to the equator. 
 
Locate the tropics of 
Cancer and 
Capricorn. 
 
Identify that 
rainforests are found 
between the tropics 
of Cancer and 
Capricorn. 
 
Explain the difference 
between weather and 
climate. 
 
Describe what the 
weather is usually 
like in a tropical 
climate. 
 
Name and describe 
the four layers of the 
rainforest, describing 
climate, plants found 
and animals which 
live in each layer. 

Use the 8 compass 
points to describe a 
location on a map. 
 
Use a compass 
direction to find a 
location on a map. 
 
Use the 8 compass 
points to describe a 
location relative to 
another place.  
 
Find the names of 
seas on a map. 
Find the names of 
rivers on a map. 
 
Follow a river on a 
map to find where it 
starts and ends. 
 
Explain what a 
county is. 
 
Name some counties 
near to the local 
area. 
 
 
 
 

Explore who first 
settled in London. 
 
Describe some ways 
that London has 
changed since AD43 
and explain why 
these changes have 
happened. 
 
Locate London on 
world and UK maps. 
 
Identify the location 
of the Prime 
Meridian and explore 
why London was 
chosen to be the 
location of the Prime 
Meridian. 
 
Explore the reasons 
why a place may 
change. 
 
Explain how the UK 
population has 
changed over time. 
 
Identify where some 
immigrants to the UK 
came from.  
 
Identify similarities 
and differences 
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Annotate a map to 
show major 
landmarks. 
 
Annotate a sketch 
map to show relative 
distances. 
 
Draw a simple map 
to show buildings in 
an area. 
 
Create a key for a 
map to show major 
landmarks. 
 
Draw a map to show 
relative distances. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Explain why 
earthquakes happen. 
 
Explain ways of 
keeping safe during 
an earthquake. 
 
Compare the 
strength of 
earthquakes and how 
this is measured.  
 
Use atlases to 
identify areas of the 
world where 
tsunamis happen. 
 
Explain what causes 
a tsunami. 
 
Describe and discuss 
the damage caused 
by tsunamis. 
 
Explain ways of 
keeping safe during 
an earthquake. 
 
Explain how 
tornadoes are 
formed. 
 

 
Explain why different 
animals live in 
different layers. 
 
Research and create 
fact files/non- 
chronological reports 
about particular 
animals from each 
layer. 
 
Describe some 
similarities and 
differences between 
the Amazon 
Rainforest and 
Sherwood Forest. 
 
Explore the meaning 
of deforestation. 
 
Explain why 
deforestation is 
happening. 
 
Identify and discuss 
positive and negative 
impacts of 
deforestation. 
 
Explore what can be 
done to limit the 
impact of 
deforestation. 

between a pupil’s 
daily routine and that 
of a child from 
another historical 
period. (Opportunities 
for roleplay/writing in 
role) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

17 
 

Explain how 
scientists collect data 
about storms. 
 
Explain how 
scientists compare 
tornadoes. 
 
Use atlases to 
identify areas of the 
world where 
tornadoes happen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Topic Water Water All Around the 
World 

Somewhere to 
Settle 

What’s it like in 
Sheffield? 

What’s it like in 
Whitby? 

 

 
 
 
 

Changing State 
 
Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of the water 
cycle in the context of 
learning about the 
changing states of 
matter.  
 
The Water Cycle 
 
Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of the water 
cycle in the context of 

Treating Water  
 
Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of the water 
cycle in the context of 
learning about the 
water treating 
process. 
 
Floods  
 
Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of the water 
cycle in the context of 

North or South?  
 
To identify the 
position and 
significance of the 
Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, 
Southern 
Hemisphere in the 
context of 
researching countries 
in different 
hemispheres. 
 
Over and Around  
 

What Did Early 
Settlers Need?  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 

Where Is Sheffield?  
 
To name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 

Where Is Whitby?  
 
To name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
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explaining the water 
cycle. 
 
Making Clouds and 
Rain  
 
Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of the water 
cycle in the context of 
learning about clouds 
and rain. 
 
 

learning about 
flooding. 
 
Water Pollution  
 
Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of the water 
cycle in the context of 
learning about water 
pollution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To identify the 
position and 
significance of 
latitude and longitude 
in the context of 
using co-ordinates to 
read maps. 
 
Top and Bottom 
To identify the 
position and 
significance of the 
Arctic and the 
Antarctic Circle in the 
context of comparing 
polar regions to the 
UK. 
 
In the Tropics  
 
To identify the 
position and 
significance of the 
Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn by 
comparing the 
climate of the tropics 
with that of the UK.  
 
On the Line 
  
To identify the 
position and 
significance of the 
Prime/ Greenwich 

of the needs of early 
settlers. 
 
Where Would You 
Settle?  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of the needs of early 
settlers. 
 
What's in a Name?  
 
To use maps, 
atlases, globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied in the context 
of the origins of 
settlements. 
 

aspects have 
changed over time in 
the context of 
locating Sheffield. 
 
What Is the 
Landscape Like?  
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America in the 
context of the 
landscape around 
Sheffield. 
 
How Is Land Used?  
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 

aspects have 
changed over time, in 
the context of 
locating Whitby. 
 
What Is the 
Landscape Like 
Near Whitby?  
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America, in the 
context of the 
landscape around 
Whitby. 
 
How Is Land Used 
in Whitby?  
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
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Meridian by exploring 
countries on the 
Meridian Line. 
 
All the Time in the 
World  
 
To identify the 
position and 
significance of time 
zones (including day 
and night) by 
comparing times in 
different countries. 

How Is Land Used 
in Settlements?  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of comparing land 
use in different 
settlements. 
 
How are 
settlements linked? 
 
To use the eight 
points of a compass, 
four and six-figure 
grid references, 
symbols and key 
(including the use of 
Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their 
knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and 
the wider world in the 
context of identifying 

Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America in the 
context of land use in 
Sheffield. 
 
 
What Goes on in 
Sheffield?  
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America in the 
context of the human 
geography of 
Sheffield. 
 
A Travel Guide  
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 

region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America, in the 
context of land use in 
Whitby. 
What Goes On in 
Whitby?  
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America, in the 
context of the human 
geography of Whitby. 
 
Whitby: A Travel 
Guide  
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
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links between 
settlements. 
 
An Ideal Place to 
Settle 
 
 To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of designing a 
settlement. 
 

the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America in the 
context of the human 
and physical 
geography of 
Sheffield. 
 
Comparing Places 
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America in the 
context of comparing 
aspects of our locale 
with Sheffield. 

and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America, in the 
context of the human 
and physical 
geography of Whitby. 
 
How Does Whitby 
Compare With 
Where We Live?  
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America, in the 
context of comparing 
aspects of our locale 
with Whitby. 
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Suggested 
Delivery 

Describe water in its 
solid, liquid and 
gaseous state. 
 
Explore how to 
change a solid to a 
liquid. 
 
Explore how to 
change a liquid into a 
gas. 
 
Use the terms 
freezing, 
evaporation and 
condensation to 
describe how water 
changes. 
 
Give the 
temperatures at 
which water freezes 
and boils. 
 
Explore the main 
events of the water 
cycle. 
 
Explain where the 
processes of 
evaporation and 
condensation occur 
in the water cycle. 
 

Explore reasons why 
water needs to be 
cleaned before 
drinking. 
 
Explore ways in 
which dirt is removed 
from water. 
 
Explore the steps 
involved in cleaning 
water. 
 
Name different types 
of flooding. 
 
Explore what causes 
flooding. 
 
Describe some of the 
ways that flooding 
affects communities. 
 
Describe ways to 
limit flood damage. 
Explore some of the 
causes of water 
pollution. 
 
Describe the effect of 
water pollution on 
drinking water. 
 
Describe some of the 
ways water pollution 

Locate the Equator, 
Northern and 
Southern 
Hemispheres on a 
map or globe. 
 
Identify countries on 
the Equator.  
 
Find out about at 
least two countries 
on the Equator.  
 
Identify lines of 
latitude and longitude 
on a map. 
 
Identify a location on 
a map when the lines 
of latitude and 
longitude are given. 
 
Identify the latitude 
and longitude of a 
location on a map. 
Locate the North and 
South Poles on a 
map or globe. 
 
Locate the Arctic and 
Antarctic Circles on a 
map or globe. 
 

Explain what a 
settlement is. 
 
Identify important 
features of a 
settlement site.  
 
Sort settlers’ needs 
by importance. 
 
Identify reasons 
settlers have chosen 
a site. 
 
List the things 
settlers need from a 
settlement site. 
 
Identify the features 
of a good settlement 
site. 
 
Explore reasons why 
a settlement site 
might be unsuitable. 
Discuss the fact that 
settlements have 
been built at different 
times in history and 
that some 
settlements were 
built by invaders. 
 

Locate Sheffield and 
our school on a map. 
 
Identify physical and 
human features of 
Sheffield using a 
map. 
 
Identify similarities 
and differences in 
locations of Sheffield 
and our school. 
 
Explore the 
landscape of 
Sheffield city centre. 
 
Explore the 
landscape around 
Sheffield. 
 
Explore similarities 
and differences 
between the 
landscape near 
Sheffield and our 
locality. 
 
Identify similarities 
and differences 
between land use in 
Sheffield and in our 
locality. 
 

Locate Whitby and 
our school on a map. 
 
Identify physical and 
human features of 
Sheffield using a 
map. 
 
Identify similarities 
and differences in 
locations of Sheffield 
and our school. 
 
Explore the 
landscape of Whitby 
town centre. 
 
Explore the 
landscape around 
Whitby. 
 
Explore similarities 
and differences 
between the 
landscape near 
Whitby and our 
locality. 
 
Identify similarities 
and differences 
between land use in 
Whitby and in our 
locality, using a 
digital map. 
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Explain how the 
water cycle is a 
closed, continuous 
cycle. 
 
Explore how changes 
in temperature cause 
evaporation and 
condensation. 
 
Use the words 
condensation and 
precipitation to 
explain why it rains. 
 
Name some different 
types of clouds. 
 
 
 

affects animals and 
plants.  
 
Explore ways to 
reduce water 
pollution. 
 
 
 
 
 

Compare daylight 
hours in the UK and 
polar regions. 
 
Identify the tropics of 
Cancer and 
Capricorn. 
 
Explore similarities 
and differences 
between the UK and 
the tropics. 
 
Describe the climate 
in the tropics. 
 
Revise the location of 
the Prime Meridian 
and why it was 
chosen. 
 
Explore countries on 
the Prime Meridian. 
 
Explain why night 
and day occur. 
 
Explain why we need 
to have time zones. 
 
Find the local time in 
different cities using 
time differences.  
 
 

Identify who built a 
settlement from clues 
in its name. 
 
Identify patterns of 
historical settlements 
using maps. 
 
Revise different types 
of land use. 
 
Identify land use 
using a digital map. 
 
Identify similarities 
and differences 
between land use in 
different places. 
 
Use a key to identify 
transport links on 
maps. 
 
Use an atlas to find a 
route between two 
places. 
 
Revise using the 
eight compass points 
to describe directions 
of travel. 
 
Use the important 
features of a 
settlement site to 

Explore what 
planning is needed 
for a trip to the UK. 
 
Find information 
about travel options 
using a given 
website. 
 
Find information 
about 
accommodation 
options using a given 
website. 
 
Find information 
about tourist 
destinations using a 
given website. 
 
Explain the difference 
between human 
geography and 
physical geography. 
 
 
Identify similarities 
and differences 
between the physical 
and human 
geography of 
Sheffield and of our 
locality. 
 

Explore the human 
Geography of 
Whitby. 
 
Identify similarities 
and differences 
between the physical 
and human 
geography of Whitby 
and of our locality. 
 
Revise what planning 
is needed for a trip to 
the UK. 
 
Find information 
about 
accommodation 
options using a given 
website. 
 
Find information 
about tourist 
destinations using a 
given website 
Explore ideas about 
life is similar and 
different for people 
living in Whitby and 
in our locality. 
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draw a map of a 
settlement and create 
a key for the map.  
 
 
 
 

Explore ideas about 
life is similar and 
different for people 
living in Sheffield and 
in our locality. 
 

Year 5 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Topic Trade and 
Economics 

 Magnificent 
Mountains 

Marvellous Maps  Eastern Europe 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

What Do We Trade? 
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of UK imports and 
exports.  
 
Who Do We Trade 
With? 
 
To locate the world’s 
countries, using 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mountain Ranges  
 
To use maps, 
atlases, globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied in the context 
of mountain ranges. 
To locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe (including the 
location of Russia) 
and North and South 
America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental 
regions, key physical 
and human 
characteristics, 
countries, and major 

Using Atlases  
 
To locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe (including the 
location of Russia) 
and North and South 
America by using an 
atlas. To name and 
locate cities of the 
UK and their 
identifying human 
and physical 
characteristics by 
using an atlas. To 
use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied by using the 

 Continents, 
Countries and 
Cities  
 
To use maps, 
atlases, globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied in the context 
of European 
countries. To locate 
the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus 
on Europe (including 
the location of 
Russia) and North 
and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental 
regions, key physical 
and human 
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maps to focus on 
Europe (including the 
location of Russia) 
and North and South 
America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental 
regions, key physical 
and human 
characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities in the context of 
UK imports and 
exports. To use 
maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied in the context 
of UK trade links. 
 
Trading with El 
Salvador  
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in 

cities in the context of 
mountain ranges. 
 
UK Mountains  
 
To name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers) in 
the context of hills 
and mountain 
ranges. To use 
maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied in the context 
of hills and mountain 
ranges. 
 
Features of 
Mountains  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 

index and co-
ordinates.  
 
Symbols  
 
To use symbols and 
a key (including the 
use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to 
build knowledge of 
the United Kingdom 
and the wider world 
by identifying 
landmarks shown on 
an Ordnance Survey 
map. 
 
Compass Points  
 
To use the eight 
points of a compass 
to build knowledge of 
the United Kingdom 
and the wider world 
by describing routes 
on a map. 
 
Grid References  
 
To use four and six-
figure grid references 
to build their 
knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and 
the wider world by 

characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities in the context of 
places in Europe. 
 
Comparing 
Landscapes 
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America in the 
context of comparing 
landscapes. 
 
Comparing 
Climates 
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
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a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America in the 
context of exports 
from El Salvador. 
 
Fair Trade  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of fair trade.  
 
The Global 
Economy 
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 

geography, including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle in the 
context of mountains. 
 
How Mountains Are 
Made  
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle in the 
context of mountains.  
 
Mountain Climates  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 

finding features on a 
map. 
 
Planning a Route  
 
To use the eight 
points of a compass, 
four and six-figure 
grid references, 
symbols and key 
(including the use of 
Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their 
knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and 
the wider world by 
planning a journey. 
 
Planning a Route  
 
To name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics and 
land-use patterns; 
and understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 
changed over time by 
comparing maps and 
photographs of 
places. 

Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America in the 
context of comparing 
climates. 
 
Comparing Places  
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America in the 
context of comparing 
towns. 
 
Planning a Trip 
 
To understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
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and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of the global supply 
chain. 
 
How Has Trading 
Changed?  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of changing trade 
links. 
 
 

volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle in the 
context of mountain 
climates. 
 
Mountain Travel  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of mountain tourism. 

region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, 
and a region within 
North or South 
America in the 
context of planning a 
trip to eastern 
Europe.  
 
What Happened in 
Chernobyl? 
 To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of nuclear power 
generation at 
Chernobyl. 
 

Suggested 
Delivery 

Listing some goods 
exported from the UK 
and listing some 
goods imported to 
the UK. 
 

 Finding areas of 
higher ground on a 
map and identifying 
the country a 
mountain range is 
found in. 

Finding a location on 
a page by using 
simple co-ordinates.  
 

 Identifying some 
countries in Europe 
and using an atlas to 
find the names of 
countries and cities.   
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Using an atlas to find 
countries.  
 
Creating a key to 
show import and 
export links with the 
UK. 
 
Describing the 
climate and 
landscape of El 
Salvador.  
 
Naming some goods 
exported from El 
Salvador to the UK 
and listing some 
issues facing people 
living in El Salvador. 
 
Describing the fair 
trade process for 
some products and 
giving some reasons 
why fair trade is 
important. 
 
Listing some of the 
positive and negative 
effects of 
multinational 
companies on local 
trade. 
 

 
Using an index in an 
atlas find mountains 
and find the height of 
a peak on a map. 
 
Identifying different 
ways areas of higher 
ground are shown on 
a map.  
 
Explaining what a hill 
might look like based 
on its contours; 
drawing contour lines 
to show higher 
ground. 
 
Drawing a mountain 
range including the 
key features I have 
identified: valley, 
summit, foot, slope, 
outcrop, ridge, the 
tree line, the snow 
line and the plateau.   
 
Describing how:  
tectonic plates move 
together to create 
fold mountains; how 
lava flow creates 
volcanic mountains; 
how fault lines in the 
Earth’s crust move to 

Identifying physical 
features on a map 
using a key.   
 
Finding the correct 
page in an atlas by 
using the index. 
 
Recognising some 
map symbols on an 
Ordnance Survey 
map. 
 
Following and giving 
directions using the 
eight compass 
points.  
 
Finding a location 
from four or six-figure 
co-ordinates. 
 
Finding similarities 
and differences 
between photographs 
of the same location 
and suggesting what 
the differences I have 
seen might tell me 
about why a place 
has changed. 

Identifying similarities 
and differences 
between a place in 
eastern Europe and 
where they live.  
 
Identifying similarities 
and differences 
between the climate 
of a place in eastern 
Europe and where 
they live.  
 
Identifying similarities 
and differences 
between the human 
geography of a place 
in eastern Europe 
and where they live.  
 
Planning a trip by 
finding information 
about flights using 
the Internet including: 
information about 
accommodation and 
about tourist 
destinations.   
 
Explaining why the 
Chernobyl nuclear 
disaster happened 
and identifying the 
countries affected by 
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Comparing how trade 
took place in Tudor 
and Victorian times.  
 
Identifying similarities 
and differences 
between trading 
today and different 
periods in history. 

create mountains; 
how pressure from 
magma under the 
Earth’s surface 
creates dome 
mountains and how 
erosion creates 
plateau mountains. 
 
Comparing mountain 
climates and listing 
the risks associated 
with a mountain 
climate. 
 
Describing some of 
the effects of tourism 
on an area.  
 
Identifying ways to 
limit the damage 
tourism causes to an 
area and identifying 
who is responsible 
for limiting the 
damage tourism can 
cause. 

the Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster.  
 
Explaining some of 
the after-effects of 
the Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster. 

Year 6 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Topic Raging Rivers  Enough for 
Everyone 

Our Changing 
World 

The Amazing 
Americas 

 

 

 
 
 

Where Does Our 
Water Come From? 
 

 What Do We Need? 
 

Weathering and 
Erosion 
 

Continents, 
Countries and 
Cities 
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 To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle in the 
context of the water 
cycle. To name and 
locate counties and 
cities of the United 
Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 
changed over time in 
the context of rivers. 
 
Rivers of the World  
 

To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of what settlers need. 
 
Where Does Our 
Power Come From? 
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of electricity 
generation and 
distribution. To name 
and locate counties 

 To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle in the 
context of erosion 
and weathering. 
 
Coastal Features 
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle in the 
context of coastal 
features. To name 
and locate counties 
and cities of the 
United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 

 
 To use maps, 
atlases, globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied in the context 
of North and South 
America. To locate 
the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus 
on Europe (including 
the location of 
Russia) and North 
and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental 
regions, key physical 
and human 
characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities in the context of 
places in North and 
South America.  
 
Location, Location  
 
Identify the position 
and significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, 
Southern 
Hemisphere, the 
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To locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe (including the 
location of Russia) 
and North and South 
America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental 
regions, key physical 
and human 
characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities in the context of 
rivers of the world. 
 
Features of a River  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle in the 
context of features of 
rivers. 
 
Erosion and 
Deposition  
 

and cities of the 
United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 
changed over time in 
the context of UK 
power stations. 
 
Renewable or Non-
Renewable? 
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 

characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 
changed over time in 
the context of coastal 
features. 
 
Changing 
Coastlines  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle in the 
context of coastal 
features. To name 
and locate counties 
and cities of the 
United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 

Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, 
the Prime/ Greenwich 
Meridian and time 
zones (including day 
and night) in the 
context of identifying 
and describing a 
range of places 
across the Americas. 
 
Weather and 
Climate  
 
Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle in the 
context of comparing 
how weather and 
climate across 
America is affected 
by geographical 
location. 
 
Comparing Places – 
UK Fieldwork 



 

31 
 

To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle in the 
context of features of 
rivers. 
How Do We Use 
Rivers? 
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of rivers. 
 
Holding Back the 
Flood  
 

of renewable and 
non-renewable 
energy sources. 
 
Where Our Food 
Comes From  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of food miles. To use 
maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied in the context 
of food miles. 
 
What Do We Need?  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 

human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 
changed over time in 
the context of coastal 
features. 
 
Changing  
Boundaries 
 
To name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 
changed over time in 

 
 Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure 
and record the 
human and physical 
features in the local 
area using a range of 
methods, including 
sketch maps, plans 
and graphs and 
digital technologies in 
the context of 
undertaking fieldwork 
to identify human and 
physical features of 
the local area. 
 
Comparing Places – 
North America  
 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom […] and a 
region within North or 
South America in the 
context of comparing 
human and physical 
features of the local 



 

32 
 

To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of dams. 

geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of conserving food, 
water and energy 
supplies.  
Is There Enough for 
Everyone? 
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of comparing 
resource supplies in 
the UK and abroad. 
 
 
 

the context of the 
changing make-up of 
the United Kingdom. 
To locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe (including the 
location of Russia) 
and North and South 
America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental 
regions, key physical 
and human 
characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities in the context of 
the changing 
international borders 
of Europe. 
 
Weathering and 
Erosion  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 

area with a region of 
North America. 
 
Wonders 
 
 Locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe (including the 
location of Russia) 
and North and South 
America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental 
regions, key physical 
and human 
characteristics, 
countries and major 
cities in the context of 
learning about the 
wonders of the world 
and where they are 
located (specifically 
those of the 
Americas). 
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food, minerals and 
water by looking at 
how landscapes 
change over time. 
 
What Does the 
Future Hold?  
 
To describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle in the 
context of erosion 
and weathering. To 
describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water in the context 
of coastal features. 
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Suggested 
Delivery 

Explaining the water 
cycle and explaining 
why it is a closed 
cycle.  
 
Using the index in an 
atlas to find rivers 
and identify the 
source of a river. 
 
Identifying the sea a 
river flows into and 
identifying key 
locations along a 
river. 
 
Comparing the length 
and discharge of 
rivers.  
 
Identifying the 
features of a river’s 
upper course, middle 
course and lower 
course. 
 
Comparing the 
features of a river at 
different points along 
its course. 
 
Describing how 
waterfalls are formed.  
 

 Identifying important 
features of a 
settlement site listing 
the resources a 
settlement needs to 
thrive.  
 
Ranking human 
needs by importance 
and describing how 
human needs have 
changed over time. 
 
Naming some of the 
methods of power 
generation used in 
the UK. 
  
Explaining renewable 
sources of electricity 
by identifying what 
makes an energy 
source renewable.  
 
Naming and 
explaining some of 
the renewable 
methods of power 
generation used in 
the UK.  
 
Describing the impact 
renewable sources 

Describing how 
erosion changes 
rocks.   
 
Explaining how some 
coastal features are 
formed including 
erosion and 
deposition.   
 
Naming some 
famous UK coastal 
features identifying 
the location of some 
famous UK coastal 
features. 
 
Describing how a 
coastline might have 
looked in the past 
and in the future. 
 
Naming an area of 
the UK which has 
been affected by 
coastal erosion and 
explaining how the 
shape of Spurn Head 
has changed over 
time. 
 
Identifying how the 
borders of the UK 

Identifying some 
countries in North 
and South America 
using an atlas.   
 
Locating the 
geographical location 
and key 
characteristics of 
different places 
across the Americas. 
 
Explaining the 
differences between 
climate and weather.  
 
Explaining the 
climate, biome and 
likely weather 
conditions of an area 
of the Americas 
identifying other 
areas around the 
world with similar 
climates.  
 
Comparing the 
climate of a region of 
the Americas with 
where I live. 
 
Planning and 
undertaking fieldwork 
in our local area and 
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Identifying meanders 
and oxbow lakes on 
a map and 
photograph.   
 
Sorting the ways 
rivers are used into 
categories listing 
some advantages 
and disadvantages 
for different uses of a 
river identifying 
possible future 
impacts of river use. 
 
Giving at least two 
reasons why dams 
are built describing 
the location of one 
major dam.  
 
Identifying the 
advantages, 
disadvantages and 
benefits of building a 
dam.  

have on UK 
electricity production.   
 
Using digital maps 
calculate the distance 
between two places 
and explain what 
food miles are.  
 
Identifying ways to 
reduce food and 
water wastage and 
reduce energy 
usage.  
 
Identifying ways to 
reduce carbon 
footprint explaining 
how small changes 
can lead to a big 
impact. 
 
Naming areas of the 
world most affected 
by food shortages 
explaining how CO2 
levels impact global 
access to resources.  

and Europe have 
changed over time. 
 
Explaining why a 
landscape might 
have changed over 
time. 
 
Explaining how 
physical activity has 
affected Earth since 
1800 and explaining 
some physical 
changes to the Earth 
predicted to occur by 
2050. 
 
Explaining how 
human activity has 
changed the Earth 
since 1800 and 
explaining some 
human activity 
changes to the Earth 
predicted to occur by 
2050. 

presenting learning in 
creative ways. 
 
Identifying similarities 
and differences 
between the human 
and physical 
geography of Death 
Valley, California and 
where they live. 
 
Locating the wonders 
of the world and 
creating a map and 
key showing the 
ancient and new 
wonders of the world.  
 
Describing a natural 
wonder of the 
Americas in detail. 


